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Clinging to culture 43JL Cuidll
Almost everything in New York was different. We were used to living in an area where everyone
knew everyone else’s business, but here no one seemed to take any notice even of their neighbours.
Instead of having a common culture, the people around us dressed in different styles, ate different
kinds of food, even spoke different languages. It was a complete puzzle to me how they could be so
various yet still call themselves Americans.
I was born in 1942, so | must have been about six or seven when the 1948 catastrophe (Nakba)
happened. As a result, thousands of Palestinian families, including mine, were forced to leave
Palestine. We spent a short time in Jordan before we children were taken to America by our aunt and
uncle. Being so young, | saw our new life mostly as an adventure, even though I missed my friends
and our old home. My parents had important work to do, but they had promised to join us as soon as
possible. My older brother went through a period of anger, saying he hated everything about
America. My uncle had his job at the newspaper and was quite fluent in English, so he managed
fairly well. My aunt, though, never got used to life in America. | now realise that this was mostly a
choice she made herself. She refused to learn any English, so she found herself stuck in the house
most of the time, only going out to buy ‘food like we had at home’, for which she would walk miles
rather than use the stores in the neighbourhood. She also refused to make any changes to the tiny
apartment we rented, apart from spending hours keeping it clean. This meant that it was very hot in
the summer and freezing in winter. I’'m sure we could have afforded a fridge, but she wouldn’t have
one, preferring to keep things cool in the traditional way. At the time, | remember feeling annoyed
with her stubborn attitude, but now, looking back, I know I should have realised what it was: a sign
of her deep feeling of loss. In one way, | now understand, she was clinging to the way of life that had
been taken from her. Mainly, though, her refusal to become accustomed to living in America was an
expression of her conviction that our situation was only temporary. ‘Don’t get used to all this,” she
often told us, ‘because it won’t last. We’ll be going home soon.’
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A) Answer the following guestions: (6 points)
1) How is life in America different from life in Palestine ?

2) What helps the writer's uncle adapt to the new situation?
B et D
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3) What does the aunt's stubborn attitude reflect?
TP D
B) Choose the correct answer: (3 points)
1) The text is
a) a personal point of view b) story of the writer's life
c) story by someone who saw what happened d) academic book
2) The writer's family has lived in since 1948
a) Diaspora  b) Jordan  c) an old house
3) Their parents stayed in Jordan because
a) they are forced to stay b) they are busy
c) they object to travelling d) they returned back to Palestine
C) What do the following underlined words refer to:
a) here i c)it
D) Decide the following sentences are (T) or (F) : (4 points)
1. The writer is an eye-witness account of the 1948 Catastrophe. ()
2. The American society is a heterogeneous community. ()
3. The children were taken to America by their grandparents. ()
4. They didn't buy a fridge because they had little money. ()

E) Complete the following table: (4 points)

Family Members His /Her reaction to the new situation

1. The writer

2. Her brother

3. Her uncle

4. Her aunt
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Answer the questions.
1. What was the main difference the writer noticed between Palestine and New York?
There wasn't a common culture in New York.
2. What did she find especially surprising?
That they were so different, but they still called themselves Americans
3. Why did the family move to another country?
Because of the Nakbba, they were forced to leave Palestine.
4. How did these people react to the new situation?
* The writer thought it was adventure.
* Her brother hated everything about America
* Her uncle managed fairly well.
5. Why did her aunt refuse to learn English?
Because she wanted to believe that their situation was only temporary.
6. What did the writer think about her aunt’s attitude at the time?
She felt annoyed.
7. How have the writer’s feelings now changed?
She understands her aunt's feeling now.
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Reading "'2"

v,
T

I enjoyed reading the article ‘Clinging to culture’ and I’d like to add a few points of my own. It’s
often been observed that expatriates are more likely to show the outward signs of their culture than
their fellow countrymen who stay at home. Think of Scotsmen in New Zealand who wear Kilts, or
English people in Spain who insist on drinking tea with milk and eating fish and chips, or ‘Irish-
Americans’ who often seem more Irish than the Irish.
As a Welshman living in South America, I can understand why this happens. It’s not that these
people spend their time looking forward to ‘going home’: they’re usually committed to living in the
place they’ve chosen. They don’t, for example, object to paying local taxes. They just have a need to
hold on to what they see as an important part of their identities.
The same kind of need, | believe, happens with language. When I lived in the south of England, one
of my neighbours was an old lady who had moved there from a northern town when she was quite
young. Despite living in the south for over fifty years, her accent remained strongly northern. The
reason, [ think, is clear: being ‘a northerner’ was, unconsciously, an essential part of who she was.
Language teachers will tell you that learners often find pronunciation the hardest part of a foreign
language, and I’'m sure there’s a connection. If, say, Italian learners of English start speaking with a
‘correct’ accent, they feel they are becoming more English, and therefore less Italian. Unless you
actually want to change your identity, it’s hard to let go. Just as an example, listen to French people
who speak almost perfect English. However good they are, it’s usually impossible to mistake them
for anything other than French. The accent, it seems, is always the last thing to disappear.
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A) Answer the following questions: (6 points)
How do expatriates keep their original identity?
They show the outward signs of their culture than their fellow countrymen.

In what way are the expatriates committed to living in the new place?
a. They don't spend time looking forward to going home.
b. They don't object to paying local taxes in the new place.

Why do expatriates cling to their original culture?
Because they just have a need to hold on to what they see as an important part of their identities.

B) Say what the following words refer to: (2 points)

1. my own my culture 2. these people expatriates
3. there south of England 4. them FErench people
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C) Decide whether the following sentences are (TRUE) or (FALSE) and JUSTIFY your
answer: (6 points)

1. The writer can explain the behavior of expatriates as he himself is an expatriates. (T)

As a Welshman living in South America.

2. The old lady was forced to learn and speak the southern accent.  (E)

Her accent remained strongly northern.

3. Your accent is a key sign of who you are . (M

The accent is the last thing to disappear.

D) Choose the best way for the sentences to continue. Circle A,Bor C: (2 points)
1. The text is probably

A. a letter to an academic journal. B. an article in a magazine. C. a letter to a colleague.
2. The writer believes that

A. no one can ever speak a second language perfectly.

B. it is natural for language learners to keep their foreign accent.

C. English is especially hard to pronounce for French people.

E) Complete the following table giving an example to the following outward signs of cultures:
(4 points)

Outward signs of culture Examples

Clothes Scotsmen in New Zeland wear kilts

Food English people in Spain drink tea with milk /eat fish and chip.

Behavior Irish-Americans seem more Irish than the Irish.

Language The old lady's accent remained strongly northern despite living in

the south for over fifty years.

) ligl S dliawl

3) Choose the best way for the sentences to continue. Circle A, B or C.
1) The text is probably
A. a letter to an academic journal. B. an article in a magazine. C. a letter to a colleague.
2) The writer says that the behaviour of many expatriates is
A. hard to explain. B. rather surprising.
3) The writer’s neighbor
A. made a decision to speak in a certain way. C. had difficulty in pronouncing some words.
B. had lived in the north for a long time.
4) The writer believes that
A. no one can ever speak a second language perfectly.
B. it is natural for language learners to keep their foreign accent.
C. English is especially hard to pronounce for French people.

\-
e ]
Vocabulary

Replace the underlined parts of the sentences with words or phrases from the text.
1. The reason for her decision is still a hard thing to explain. stubborn
2. She is able to express herself easily in several languages. Fluent
3. I don’t know why you’re being so unwilling to change your mind.  Stubborn
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4. He spent two hours holding on tightly to the rock before he was saved. Clinging
5. When you live in another country, there are many things you have to get used to,
Become accustomed to

6. He has a strong belief that what he is doing is the right thing. Conviction

Match the words and phrases from the text with their meanings.

WORDS AND PHRASES MEANINGS
. expatriates people who live permanently in another country
. fellow countrymen those who come from the same country
. committed completely sure
. Object think or say something is wrong
. unconsciously without thinking about it
. essential Very necessary
. accent way of speaking

Use the words and phrases in Activity 1 to complete the sentences below.
. Others might object that it’s too expensive, but I think it’s worth the money.
. He never stops trying because he’s fully committed to the career he’s chosen.
. Most expatriates at least try to learn the language of their new home.
. If you want to study science, it’s essential to have a good knowledge of maths.
. When I’'m on holiday, I don’t want to spend all the time with my fellow countrymen
. I guessed from your accent that you are from Australia.
. I’ve done this journey so many times that | can find the way unconsciously.

Complete the sentences with the prepositions in the box.

about for of from with on

. The customer insisted on speaking to the manager.

. They accused me of not telling the truth.

. All his parents want to do is prevent him from getting hurt.
. She had to be satisfied with getting the second prize.

. Who is responsible for causing all this mess?

. She’s very serious about wanting to be a doctor.

Complete the sentences with the prepositions in the box.

for on with from (x2) of

. The customer insisted on_getting her money back.

. I was afraid of falling over on the ice.

. They tied him up to prevent him from_escaping.

. She agreed that she was responsible for making the mistake.

. I like everything about the job apart from getting up so early.

. He’s the kind of person who’s never satisfied with coming second.
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1. The manager decided to increase spending. (increase)

2. Don’t worry, I’'m quite accustomed to waiting (wait)

3. We’ve all agreed to have a party next week. (have)

4. | object to saying sorry for something I didn’t do. (say)

5. We are committed to making this idea a reality. (make)

6. People here don’t §eem t0 know_about their neighbours. (know)

1. I think I’ve finally got used to eating_this kind of food. (eat)

2. 1 used to feel like a stranger when 1 first lived here. (feel)

3. Because he works at night, he’s used to sleeping during the day. (sleep)

4. She used to enjoy watching films, but now she prefers reading books. (enjoy)

haveta o0 have lookafter s<ave waork

1. He is hard to understand because he speaks very quietly, as well as having_a strong accent.
2. Despite saving money for six months, I still can’t afford to buy it.

3. He’s thinking of getting a job instead of going to university.

4. My mother is becoming ill as a result of working such long hours.

5. What else don’t you like about the job apart from having to work at weekends?
6. In addition to looking after the family, she has a part-time job.

A (Present modals)

1. You shouldn’t have blamed him because it wasn’t his fault.

2. He could have helped if he’d been here earlier.

3. It’s not in my bag, so | must have taken it out.

4. We don’t know what caused the fire, but it could have been an electrical fault.

B (Past modals)

1. He’s eating it all, so it must be very tasty.

2. You should always ask questions when you don’t understand.

3. When you go walking in the mountains you should always take water.
4. We could win a lot of money by entering this competition,

79
838 Jlods D93l L Il duyhe (£01 §HE Oloo! dadaall Slis] / JEI Juaddl e 3B Ciuall Jodl CLSI il ole




1. He’s eating it all, so N\ ,34 you should always take water.
2. You should always ask questions N . by entering this competition.

3. When you go walking in the mountains, . it must be very tasty.

4. We could win a lot of money d. when you don’t understand

1. You shouldn’t have blamed him because ’d been here earlier.
2. He could have helped if N iE [could have been an electrical fault.

3. It’s not in my bag, so wasn’t his fault.
4. We don’t know what caused the fire, but I must have taken it out.

L4

(must / should / might / could)

/ Examples

A) A and C are both wrong so the answer must be B.
I was born in 1942, so | must have been about six or seven at the time

B ) You should realise how lucky you are.
| should have realised what it was]

C) The volcano is still active, so it could explode at any time.
Kl,m sure we could have afforded a fridge thenj

Circle the correct form (present or past).

1.1 didn’t phone because I thought you ( might go/fIGRBREEIERE) to bed.
(62lell JleioYl Ui goll § O JUail puie Aozl 0k (§ ) 36 S il Jlai! 451 ool 339 ol o)

2. We’re not sure yet, but this (BONEIBE / could have been) the solution to our problem.
(obaa)! 3 Jlaiodl U g ylbaall § SN puke Alocndl o 3 U ) Joul 9 0950 B (50 ok (5Slie Liad (yov3

3. That car nearly hit you. You (should look / SRGEIGIRENENEEREE) Hefore crossing.
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(could win / EOUIBIRENENIER) the race, but she hurt her leg.
(02wl > o 58) (S3M Caroyas gl (50 Bl § 395 O Ubyoukioy O

(ISHBE / must have been) out because he isn’t answering the phone.
(5Ll slkes 35790 AE 4 Ul L ol O uasmy 31 ke ) LSl e 3 Y 45Y 591 7yl il Sl 0

6. Why not try it? I think you (AGREERGY / might have enjoyed) it.
(olae slides JWi>YI el gylan (a 1481 diuo L ) g i O Joieadl oo il i € Lgayaes Y 13Led
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Complete the sentences with the past form of the modals in the box + the verbs in brackets.

Giaa 8 alally b o) alall Juds dsa sl okl ddsa B JladY) et ) 138 B

must (x2) could should might

1. He realises now that h the offer of a job. (accept)
(e o) 52 2B1g)1 3 ) Aausgll (3o Judo OF (2skel 0 O il O 2y
2. I can’t find my keys. I [iS{aEVEREL them at home. (leave)
(ol zlaall )5 9 9 (2Ll Jads uad (G5 OFI ol zliedl slogl pus ) Sl 03835 (31 US5all (0 (SrSlie dr! Y
3. There was no need to work late. We the job this morning.  (finish)
(Josdl (5 @) SU) Zloal! 1da Joad! (05 O L3 O Add y5bie Cg) Joad O (£15 s So o)
4. I’m not sure, but I think I a mistake. (make)
Pl Jais Cuwd (31 Joioall po il el oS uSlie Cad G
5. He is smiling. So he (pass)
oy 98 G (9L HLSYI Sl ) S Sl il dSGll (ad eundls 98
Complete the sentences with a verb from column A and the correct form of a verb from column B
(either infinitive or to + the -ing form).
1. Unsurprisingly, the staff object to working extra hours without extra pay.
2. I can’t get used to eating my main meal in the middle of the day.
3. She promised to phone us as soon as she arrived.
4. 1 look forward to receiving your reply to this letter.
5. For some reason he doesn’t seem to understand what you’re saying

3) Circle the correct modal verbs.

1. I think we’re lost. We (8hould / might) have brought a map with us.

2. That (should / must) be the right house. It’s the only one with a red door.

3. I suppose | (might / must) have made a mistake, but I don’t think so.

4. If we’d all worked together, we (B1@ht / should) have got it done in time.
5. It (must / should) have rained during the night because the streets are wet.

6. With just a little more money we (should / gould) afford to buy a better one.

4) Complete the sentences with the verbs in the box. Use the correct modal form (present or past).

lock meet notwakeup borrow miss choose

1. He isn’t usually late. I think he must{have missed the bus.

2. Tell me your flight number. | could Zmeet you at the airport.

3. You’d better set the alarm because you might ...nof wake up in time.

4. 1t’s quite a nice jacket, but I think you should [lAave ¢h0sen a different colour.
5. He must have locked the door because it won’t open.

6. 'm sorry. I shouldn’t [ have borrowed your book without asking.

5) Find one mistake in each sentence and correct it.
1. I’'m looking forward to meet your parents.
I’m looking forward to meeting your parents.

2. The call must-have-been from Ali, but I’m not sure.
The call must be from Ali, but I’'m not sure.

3. We have a meeting on first Monday of every month.
We have a meeting on the first Monday of every month.
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4. He didn’t get the job despite te-have many years of experience in the field.
He didn’t get the job despite having many years of experience in the field.

5. I wasn’t used to walk such long distances.
I wasn’t used to walking such long distances.

6. I'm so full. I’ve never eaten so many-feeds in my life.

I’m so full. I’ve never eaten so much food in my life.
KA I I I I I I I I I I I A I A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAd K

Circle the correct answer: AEERIIRTE
1. He (must have been / must be) out because he isn't answering the phone.
2. | think we are lost. We ( should have brought / might have brought ) a map with us.

Writing l“@

Write a short paragraph about your first day at school or your earliest memory.
Add details about what happened and how you felt to make the story more believable, and
include one or two events that aren’t actually true.

My first day at school is a clear impression of how it felt to be thrown, suddenly and without
warning, into a strange new world.

I have got used to my familiar life at home, I don’t want to go, so my father have to pick me up
and carry me to the school gates. | was confused young boy surrounded by strange adults and older
children who are a complete mystery to me. | spends that first day wandering from place to place,

obviously with no idea of why I'm there or what I'm expected to do, and when | get home that
afternoon, in a very bad mood, I announce that I have no intention of going there again.

| suppose that this was just one unpleasant, confusing day | respond when my sisters ask me
why I didn’t like school. ‘They promised me a present, but they never gave it to me,” I reply . One of
the teachers, I explain, had said to me : “You just sit over there for the present.’ ‘I sat there for hours,
but I never got it.’
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Despite living in Diaspora, Palestinians are clinging to their culture

Culture means the beliefs, habits and ways of life shared by a particular group of people, as
for Palestinians, it's essential to keep their heritage alive and in a good health because it's a vital part
of their identity.

Ol 9120 o cwdandal) duuddly . ! opo Lo dsgaseo o AS ikl Blaell Byl 9 Clbladle Coldiiaod! e EEFA]
(92 0 32 A der abg 9 BL (& LA Ighaition
In 1948, a million Palestinians were forced into Diaspora and lived in different countries. But
they strongly cling to their own culture as a sign of deep feeling of loss and that their situation is
temporary and won't last.
@Bl Bl |9l 0SS Wul&b@ﬂbu&ﬁl&@;blgm@lﬂlwuﬁwwﬁ VagAole §
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Outside Palestine, folklore and popular culture have played an essential role in formulating
political and social groups and their programs. Keeping popular culture became a kind of struggle. In
Diaspora, they had a meeting place for many displaced Palestinians .
Tl Cu ogomaly 9 duslaizrYl g dwld) Ole gozeod! @il § Logo 9o dS LI A3 9 )80 9l Caaly laundd )5
-prdial) pddadal) sl pullore wiay O gaiudaddll pgdy ¢ LA § .JUadl (o goiS BN e Bolasl
They cook Palestinian food instead of having food available in the foreign country. They held
conversations about villages and relatives to feel safe that these places hadn't disappeared. Also, as a
way of returning to their homeland in imagination. In Diaspora, many Palestinians wear the
Palestinian dress and Kufeyya in their wedding parties and listen to the Palestinian songs and dance
Dabkka.
‘d 051.931‘ &G of ul.a)’b 19 i uﬂS}”g Gyl e Oyl MBH S é C\.m." ‘alala.ﬂ oo Vo wb.w.\.nﬂ JSYI u}@.ha
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In fact, Palestinians outside are clinging to their culture more than Palestinians at home as an
expression of feeling proud of each other and also of the land.
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