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                                         Total Marks (100)              Name : …………………… 

This paper includes : Reading Comprehension, Vocabulary, Language and Writing.     Grade :12 

Comprehension      ( 40  points) 

Question Number One : ( 20 points)            Text (A)  

 

Read the following passage carefully, then answer the questions that follow: 

We often hear people say, ‘It’s a small world, isn’t it?’ It’s usually when they’ve just experienced one 

of those strange coincidences that seem to happen in nearly everyone’s lives. You know the kind of 

thing: you’re on holiday in another country and you run into a person you know from home, even 

though neither of you knew  that the other was going there too. 

People often think experiences like this are evidence of something mysterious happening, some kind 

of hidden plan outside our knowledge. The scientific explanation is less exciting, and perhaps that’s 

why some people are reluctant to accept it. Coincidences are events that unexpectedly happen at the 

same time for no clear reason or finding an unexpected connection between seemingly random things 

or people. A very common example of the latter is talking to a complete stranger and finding that you 

have the same birthday. What are the chances of that happening? 

Actually, the chances are better than you might think, and there’s a mathematical way to prove it. It has 

been calculated that the number of people you need to have a 50% chance of two of them sharing a 

birthday is 23. And when there are 48 people in a room, the probability goes up to 95%. To put it 

another way, if there are only 50 people reading these words (and I hope there are more!), one of them 

will almost certainly have the same birthday as me. 

The other part of the scientific explanation for coincidences is simply that there are so  many events in 

people’s lives. Just think of the number of people that you have had any kind of connection with during 

older you get, the more there will be. If you are the   , and the10,000 your life. There are probably over

kind of person who talks to strangers, you will definitely come across coincidences. Basically, when 
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you think about how complex our lives are, especially nowadays with the Internet, the only surprising 

thing is that coincidences don’t happen more often. 

A. Answer the following questions:   (5 marks) 

 
1. What do people think of coincidences? 

  
2. What two definitions of “coincidence” does the writer give? 

a. _______________________________________________________________ 
b.________________________________________________________________ 

3. How does the writer prove coincidences scientifically? 

  
4. When do you definitely come across coincidences? 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

B. Decide whether each of the following is True(T) or False (F)( 3 marks) 

 

1. Strange coincidences make people say, "It’s a small world, isn’t it?’ ( ) 

2. People prefer more exciting explanation for strange coincidences to scientific explanations.  

(          ) 

3.  The writer concludes that coincidences happen more often than we think. (       ) 

 
C. What do these pronouns and numbers refer to?( 4 marks) 

1. this (L. 5) ___________________ 

2.  it (L.7 )    

3. them (L. 15)  _______________ 

4. 10000 (L.19) _________________  

D.  Find from the text words which mean the same as  : (3 marks) 

a- …..………. unexpected events    b- ….…………not willing   c- ……….…. find by chance 

 

E. Choose the best answer below 1,2 or 3: (3 marks) 

a. With 30 people, there’s………… chance that two of them share a birthday. 

1. 50%                                     2. 30%                            3. More than 55% 

b. According to the text, the number of connections with other people is: 

1. huge                                     2. little                          3. rare  

c. Having coinincidences today is something: 

1. amazing                                2. normal                       3. surprising 

 

F. Complete the following sentence with the correct words and phrases from the text: (2 marks)  

Having the ……………………. as someone else can be an interpretation which 
presents……………………………………………………………………… 
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Text (B) 

Question Number Two: ( 20 points)    

 Read the following passage carefully, then answer the questions that follow: 

 
     There is bad news for students who like to use their mobile phones while they study. New research 

shows that students do not learn very well when they are texting and checking their social media 

accounts. The research is called: "Mobile Phones in the Classroom: Examining the Effects of Texting, 

Twitter, and Message Content on Student Learning". Researchers looked at 145 American university 

students in the classroom. Some of the students used their mobile phones during class, while the others 
had their phones switched off. The head researcher, Dr Jeffrey Jonas, said students who did not use 

their mobile phones while the teacher was talking got higher scores on tests they took at the end of the 

class. 

Dr Jonas said that one of the biggest challenges teachers have in the classroom is the non-stop battle of 

keeping students working. He said many students felt they needed to be online and checking messages 
even when they had important work to do in class. The researchers said it is very common for students 

to be physically present in class, but mentally absent because they are using their mobiles. Dr Jonas 

said teachers were fighting a "losing battle" because students were more interested in social media than 

learning. The London School of Economics did a study in England and found that test scores increased 
by six per cent after mobile phones were banned (not allowed) in class. 

A. Answer the following questions:        (6 points)  

1. What did the researchers in the first study look at?  

……………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. What is one of the biggest challenges that teachers have? 
 ……………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. What did most students feel they needed to ?  

……………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

B. Decide whether the following statements are True or False: (6 points) 

1. Research showed that using social media increased test scores. (        ) 

2. The article says it is common for students to be physically absent. (       ) 

3. A study found test scores were 6% higher when phones were forbidden. (      ) 

 

C. Complete the following sentences.   (6 pts) 
1. The research study is called: 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

2. Teachers are having a losing battle since 

…………………………………………………………………………………. 

3. In England, students have made progress in their tests because 
…………………………………………………………………………………. 

D. The best title for the text is:                                                     (2 pts) 

  a. The importance of small phones              b. Mobiles in the classroom  

  c. The positive effect of social media  
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                                                                    Vocabulary       ( 25 points) 

Question Number Three:   ( 25  points) 

A. Choose the correct answer:                                                                                                ( 3 points)  

1. Joining a club is a good way to meet (like-minded / open-minded) people who  have the same interests. 

2. The president was greeted by the queen ( on arrival – in arrival ). 

3. The badly wounded people take (high priority / high rigidity) for medical care . 

                  

B. Write each word in the box next to its definition:                                                             ( 5 points) 

Note : (There are more words in the box than needed.) 

factor  -      impatient  –    confident    –    trend  –    network    -     impress 

1. ………………………..: sure 
2. ………………………..: movement or fashion 

3. …………………..……: systems of connections 

4.  …………………...…..:part of reason  

5. ………………………: not wanting to wait 
 

C. Complete each of the following sentences by using a suitable word from the box: ( 5 points) 

Note :  

routine , participated  , hub ,  impatient , boast  

1. As a child, he was very much an outsider, he never…………………in the games  other children 

played. 

2. Don’t be so……………….. . I'll be finished soon. 

3. The new mall is in the……………………….of the city near the hospital. 

4. I need a break from my regular daily ………………………. 
5. Of course I’m proud of what I’ve done but I don’t want to ……… about it. 

 

D. Complete the sentences with correct prepositions.                               (6 marks) 

(There are more prepositions than needed.) 

                                          [ to   ,     on ,      in  ,    of,   about ] 

1. This is a good chance to participate …………………… university life. 

2. We need to put them ……………….. show so that people can see them. 

3. He can’t stop eating chocolate. I think he’s addicted …………………… it. 

4. There might be another one like this but if so, I’m not aware ………………………. it. 

 

E.  Circle the correct answer:                         (6  points)  
1. Both their names are on the front of the book because they are the (co-workers /co-writers). 

2.( Misuse\ Mislead)  of any chemical can cause serious environmental problems. 

3.  I didn’t want the secret  to ( work out , come out) but everyone knows. 

4. Making lots of money isn't a very high (priority / majority) for him. 

5. I was always getting in trouble for (misbehaving / misusing) at school. 
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6. I am sorry for interrupting. Please……….. ( carry on / hand on) 

 

Language: ( 25 points) 

Question Number Four: ( 19 points) 

A:  Complete the sentences with the correct tense of the verbs in brackets:           (4 points)                                                                                                 

1. How often…………you………..to the cinema? (go) 

2. I can’t talk now because I …………… (have) my lunch.  

3. When I………………(enter) the shop I realized I……………………(forget) the money  at home. 

4. While I………………..(work) in the garden, I…………….(hurt) my back. 

 

B: Choose the correct word between brackets:    ( 2 points) 

1. I don’t enjoy parties normally, but I……….. this one. (enjoy / am enjoying) 

2. They came as soon as I ( was calling / called ) them. 

 

C: Rewrite the sentences using reduced relative clauses.                                         ( 6  points) 

1. The scientists who are researching the causes of cancer are making progress. 
...............................................................................................................................  

2.  Things which are used for decoration are expensive. 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

3. The number of people who have been considered as close friends is about ten. 

………………………………………………………………………………… 

 

D. Correct the sentences ( there is one mistake in each sentence).                          (3 points) 

1. I am sure I may come tonight as soon as possible. _____________________ 

2. I am lucky. I found my losing luggage. _____________________________ 

3. She is looking beautiful like usual. ________________________________ 
 

E: Circle the correct answer:                                                                                      ( 4 points) 

1. There is too much noise. Can you stop ( to talk/ talking) ? 

2. They`d like ( to celebrate / celebrating ) their success. 

3. They decided ( not to accept / don’t accept ) any suggestion directly. 

4.    Remember ( cleaning / to clean ) the flat before leaving. 

Question Number Five: (6 points) 

A. Complete the sentences using (going to or the present continuous tense) with the verbs in 

brackets :                                                                                                                             ( 2 points) 

1. You’d better take an umbrella. The weather forecast says it …………………………….. (rain) 

2. Sorry, I can’t see you tonight, I ……………………………for my exam. (read) 
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B. Circle the correct verb  and adjectives  forms.                                                         ( 4 points) 

1. Ahmad has the right qualifications, so he (may well \ may) get the job. 

2. I can`t be sure, but this idea ( will probably / will ) solve the matter. 

3. He didn’t have a very ( convincing / convinced)  argument. 

4. We usually try to buy local products rather than (importing/imported) ones. 

 

 

Writing: ( 10 points) 

Question Number Six: ( 10 points) 

Please choose one of the following writing tasks.  

1. Write an application form to apply for a foundation course in Information and 

Technology. 
       Do the following : 

• Explain the reasons for choosing the course. 
• Write about your experience in the field. 
• Write about how you expect your  interest in the subject to develop. 
 

2. Write your own story about a strange coincidence or a misunderstanding. (It can be a  true story 

about something that happened to you or someone you know, or a made-up  story.)  

These ideas may help you: 

▪ Who are the people in the story? 
▪ What happened , where and when? 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Good Luck 

 

 


