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Reading Comprehension (40 points)

Question Number One: (20 points)
Read the text and do the tasks below:
We often hear people say, ‘It’s a small world, isn’t it?” It’s usually when they’ve just

experienced one of those strange coincidences that seem to happen in nearly everyone’s lives. You
know the kind of thing: you’re on holiday in another country and you run into a person you know from
home, even though neither of you knew that the other was going there too.

People often think experiences like this are evidence of something mysterious happening, some
kind of hidden plan outside our knowledge. The scientific explanation is less exciting, and perhaps
that’s why some people are reluctant to accept it. Coincidences are events that unexpectedly happen at
the same time for no clear reason, or finding an unexpected connection between seemingly randon
things or people. A very common example of the latter is talking to a complete stranger and finding
that you have the same birthday. What are the chances of that happening?

Actually, the chances are better than you might think, and there’s a mathematical way to prove it.
It has been calculated that the number of people you need to have a 50% chance of two of them
sharing a birthday is 23. And when there are 48 people in a room, the probability goes up to 95%. To
put it another way, if there are only 50 people reading these words (and I hope there are more!), one of
them will almost certainly have the same birthday as me.

The other part of the scientific explanation for coincidences is simply that there are so many
events in people’s lives. Just think of the number of people that you have had any kind of connection
with during your life. There are probably over 10,000, and the older you get, the more there will be. If
you are the kind of person who talks to strangers, you will definitely come across coincidences.
Basically, when you think about how complex our lives are, especially nowadays with the Internet, the
only surprising thing is that coincidences don’t happen more often.

A. Answer the following questions: (10 points)

1. What do people think of coincidences?

2. What two definitions of “coincidence” does the writer give?

a.

b.
3. How does the writer prove coincidences scientifically?

4. When do you definitely come across coincidences?

B. Decide whether each of the following is True(T) or False (F): (6 points)
1. Strange coincidences make people say, "It’s a small world, isn’t it?’ { )
2. People prefer more exciting explanation for strange coincidences than scientific explanations. ()
3. The writer concludes that coincidences happen more often than we think. ()

C. What do these pronouns refer to? (4 points)

1.this (L. 5) 2. them (L. 15)
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Question Number Two: (20 points)
Read the text then do the required tasks:
There come times in everyone's life when you're faced with a choice that involves risk. Perhaps you
want to change careers, move to a different place, quit your job and start a business, begin a new
relationship, have a child. Creatively, you may be faced with a choice of doing what you know is
marketable or going out on a limb with your own vision, or giving up a steady job to follow your
creative careers full-time. Risk is, by hature, scary. It is uncertain and unpredictable. You may lose
your life savings or lose face. You risk criticism and humiliation, or having to pick up the pieces and
start all over again. You're giving up what you know for what might be. The rewards can be great, but
so can the cost. So, why would anybody want to take a risk? Risk gives you an opportunity to open up
to your talents, interests, abilities and dreams. Risk teaches you to set clear goals and follow through.
When it comes to risk-taking, there are two extremes. Some people are afraid to take even reasonable
risks, wanting guaranteed results. This can result in a life that's flat and not shiny. Others take risks
easily, believing that their willingness to leap makes them courageous. But taking major risks without
thinking them through is foolish, and such people often find themselves picking up the pieces of
shattered dreams.
A. Answer the following questions: (5 points)
1. According to the passage, what makes risk scary?

2. Why would any person want to take a risk? Give two reasons?

a.
b.

B. Decide whether the following statements are True or False: (6 points)
1. You may be faced with a choice of doing what you know is marketable, ( )
2. Risk means:" You're giving up what you know for what might be". ( )
3.Taking major risks without thinking them through is intelligent. ( )

C. Complete the following sentences with words or phrases from the text: (S points)

1. There come times in everyone's life when you're faced with

2. People who are afraid of taking reasonable risks and wanting guaranteed results can face a life that
is

D. What do the following refer to? (4 points)
1. It (L.5) refers to 2. Others (L.11) refers to

Vocabulary: (25 points)

Question Number Three: (25 points)
1. Replace the underlined parts of the sentences below with words from the box: (5 points)

persevere errors lack remote creative

1. Muna is always coming up with new ideas.
2. If you are finding a job difficult,it is important that you don't give up..
3. Most of the problems were due to human mistakes.
4.Your comments are rather distant from the subject we are discussing.
5. Absence of qualifications is an obvious disadvantage for getting a good job.

2. Complete the sentences with words from the box: (5 points)
impress roughly sector neglect panic
1. An earthquake hit the capital, causing among the population.
2. You can try your best to the interviewers, but it's often just a question of luck.

3. The money I've saved corresponds to the amount I need for my course.

4. No country can afford to education.
5. The private has plenty of money to spend.
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3. Choose the correct answer: (5 points)
I. The book you need is on order \ on request and will probably be here next week.
2. We were spending too much so we've had to introduce some cutbacks\ cut backs.
3. Misuse\ mislead of any chemical can cause serious environmental problems.
4. Your employer guarantees you job security\ job description till you retire.
5.Government should increase investment to maintain financial market\ market share safe.

4. Complete the sentences using the appropriate prepositions in the box: (5 points)
hand on put up come out catch up carry on
1.He was visiting the town for a few days, so [ him in my flat.
2.1 didn’t want the secret to , but now everyone knows it.
3.’'m sorry for interrupting. Please A
4.Take one copy for yourself and the others to the next person.

5.We hadn’t seen each other for years, so having a meal together was a good chance to
with each other.

5. Complete the sentences using the appropriate prepositions in the box: (5 points)

into in for about on

1. Luckily, the bus was late leaving, so we were time to catch it.
2. I was surprised when I an old friend of mine yesterday.

3. There were a lot of product show and I didn't know which one to buy.
4. There are various things that young people worry
5. This job isn't really suitable older people.

Language: (25 points)
Question Number Four: (25 points)

A. Complete the sentences with the correct tense of the verbs between brackets: (5 points)
1.Suha and Ruba (study) in the next room. Don't disturb them.
2. January (be) the first month of the year.
3. When I (enter) the shop I realized I (forget) the money
at home.
4. T (read) this book for hours and I'm still on page 6.
B. Complete the sentences with the correct verb form (to — infinitive or —ing form) (6 points)
1. If you feel hungry, let's stop (have) something to eat.
2. My brother still remembers (see) the Eifffel Tower in Paris.
3. Farmers should avoid (use) chemicals on the vegetables they grow.
C. Do as required in brackets: (6 points)
1. His new apartment cost 60,000 dollars.
How much ? (Complete the question)
2. I didn't read lots of books when I was younger.
[ wish I . (Start with the given words)

3. ever\ you\ ridden a camel?

? (Write the full question)

D. Circle the correct answer: (4 points)
1. The sailors felt a bit worried about the (threatening\threatened) clouds on the horizon.

2. He decided (not to/ to not) go out because of the weather.

3. Please put on your seat belts. The plane (will \ is going to) take off in a few minutes.

4. Ahmad has the right qualifications, so he (may well \ could) get the job.

E: Add tag questions to the sentences: (4 points)
1. Sami had much work to do yesterday, ?
2, Children won't come to the party, ?
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Writing (10 points)

Question Number Five: (10 points) ) )

Choose one of the following topics: (e i gall (e laal g lo gudn ga S

1. You are Jihad. You are 19 years old. You want to apply for a foundation course with
international college of Art, Science and Technology to get prepared for the university. Write a
150- word application form. Use the following ideas:
The reason for choosing this subject / your experience in the subject / how you
expect your interest in the subject to develop.

2.You are Nidal from Palestine, write a letter to your friend Sami telling him about the importance of
time management as a path to success.
You can use these ideas:
Paragraphl: the advantages of time management
Paragraph2: the best ways of time management from your point of view.
Paragraph3: How would time management help you succeed in life?

The End




